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Solar Canopy
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Beautiful, Functional, Powerful Solar.

From traditional PV panels to the most innovative
solar technology, SunCommon’s custom installations
are designed with your lifestyle in mind.
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Contact SunCommon today!

Certified

(866) 452-7652 NEWYORK | NYSERDA
gyl\’ER?'fJNITYV Quality Solar Installer
Gold Status-2023
Corporation
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ULSTER PUBLISHING Hudson Valley Living FALL 2023 « 3

The best just got better.

Benjamin Moore set out to do the impossible—
make AURA® Interior paint even more
beautiful, more durable and longer-lasting.
Benjamin Moore elevated this ultra-premium
paint, which was already in a class by itself for
deep, rich color that lasts.

Benjan% Moore’ m)g

EST. 1909

HOME & PAINT CENTERS
A U R A@ Kingston Plaza « 151 Plaza Road

www.Herzogs.com - (845) 338-6300

©2022 Benjamin Moore & Co. AURA, Benjamin Moore, Color Lock, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co. Printed in the USA. 3/22
©2022 Benjamin Moore & Co. AURA, Benjamin Moore, Color Lock, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co. Printed in the USA. 3/22
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Eye of the beholder

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST

Woodworker Stephen Robin s still at it

by Brian Hollander

AKE A TOUR of Stephen Rob-
in’s house and woodworking
shop, and your eyes will pop
out at almost every twist and
turn. You'll find stunningly artistic and
strikingly functional wood creations —
beds, cabinets, desks, tables — greeting
you at almost every corner, much of it
built by the hands of this master crafts-
man. Throughout his long career, some
ofitfashioned onagiant CNC (computer
numerical control) machine purchased
partially with forestry grant money.

“I've been in business since 1967 con-
tinuously. I think you'll find that I'm the
oldest woodworker in Ulster County
that’s been continuous,” said Robin.
“There’s been a lot of people that came
and went, like Harry Sanger before
me.Don’t forget, 'm 85,and I believe I'm
on top of my game. I believe that, and I
believe that what I do in the next couple
of years will be really cool. At least I’'m
looking forward to it.”

Robin hopes to open a gallery on his
property with an entrance on Route 212
near Easton Lanein the nextfewmonths.

His guidance of the tour evokes a char-

acteristic fount of enthusiasm. “The sign
you see is a temporary one .... You walk
up the path there .... We're working on
the property until it’s pristine ....

“We'll have Ed Martin sculptures out-
side. Iwantto showhis stuff, so his family
can get the money,” he says, and then
goeson. “Thisis from the old days. That’s
going to be our sculpture courtyard over
there. This stuff[ pointing to sleek pieces
stashed in odd corners of the house] is
just overflow because there’s no room to
put it in the shop.”

And he points to more. “This is stuff we
madealongtimeago,and will eventually
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sell this furniture. Here’s a little gallery
entrance, it’s fairly formidable ....”

Ah, the old days. That’s where I first
met Stephen, early Seventies, when I
manned a booth for him at a crafts fair.
Theboothhad amagnificent desk taking
up most of its space. Of course, everyone
wanted to know the price, and of course
Stephen, the same enigmatic contrarian
heistoday, refused to putanumber onit.

“C’'mon, you gotta know ...” they'd say,
and I could only laugh and shrug.

DISPOSABLE NEEDLES USED ° STy

COMPUTERIZED PROCEDURE
FREE CONSULTATION

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

845.876.4878

Ann Lombardozzi, C.P.E.
Michelle Lombardozzi-Strollo

22 East Market Street, #201, Rhinebeck
www.anneselectrolysis.com

“The trajectory of my life,” explains
Robin, “in general has been, the first
ten years of doing this, I was a furniture
maker. Then I was a house builder,had a
shop that worked for other builders and
other makers, a general guy for hire. In
’86 I built my cousin Freddyahouseupin
GrogKill....Builtahousein Amagansett
for Stanley Diller. I ran this job.”

Working with others
The elegant quality of his work is on

\2

Permanent
Hair Removal

ANNE’S ELECTROLYSIS

INAWAINOA A1

display in different locales you might
run into.

“Whenyouwere doing the craft shows,”
Robin tells me, “I was showing with the
best of them, the big names of furniture.
Aftertwo orthreeyears of making stuff, I
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The broadest selection of the biggest trees
and plants in the Hudson Valley.

AUGUSTINE NURSERY

CREATING LANDSCAPES OF DISTINCTION

SINCE

w

9W & Van Kleecks Lane, Kingston (845) 338-4936 AugustineNursery.com
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 8-4, Sunday 10-4
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came outlike gangbusters. We're talking
1968, 1970. I basically had ten years to
do essentially what I wanted.

“I had Eric Brugnoni running a frame
shop which I owned, and he basically
supported me for agood amount of time.
I had a show at the Brooklyn Museum.
Schenectady Museum. There’s some-
thing called the DeCordova Museum ....

“I was able to do whatever I wanted
to do, independent of making anything

Joyce Beymer, Principal Broker
Woodstock | Rhinebeck

914.388.9808
joyce@joycebeymercom

joycebeymercom

anyone would buy. I was invited around
and I had a promising career as an art-
furniture maker butno moneytosupport
a family. So I went to work for Belmont
Towbin, a financier, and I basically had
an A-listclientele thathad alot of money,
and I built houses and I built furniture.
Thelast ten years we worked for this one
guy, who never wants me to mention his
name, we're not particularly friendly
anymore but we still work for him...
“So I'm not saying I know everything,
but I know my way around plumbing,
electrical, running people... these people

who work with me, they all like me. I try
to keep people happy.”

Robin has independent contractors
working with him, all of whom run their
own businesses out of their own shops.
“We're more like a co-op,” says Robin.

There’s Steven Liebowitz of NY Fab
Shop, Matthew Medenbach of Wood-
stock CNC Woodworking; James Mayer
of Mayer Construction; and craftsman
Gary Rawlins.

“What I'm going to do is start building
furniture thatIwanttobuild andload the
gallery up and see what I can do, and let

Real estate

You.

A dedicated local bank
that supports & celebrates

Founded over 152 years ago by hard-working people
desiring a strong, local financial institution, our commitment
to help the community achieve its financial goals has never
been stronger. We provide the technology and capabilities
you would expect from a larger bank, with the personalized
service focused on helping YOU achieve your goals.

v/ Personal Checking

v/ 24/7 Digital Banking

v/ Online Banking & FREE Bill Pay
+/ Savings and Money Markets
v/ CD, IRA, & HSA

v/ Debit Card Rewards Program
v Zelle®

v/ Credit Monitoring

v/ And More!

SawyerSavings.Bank/personal-banking
to see how we can help YOU!

888.772.1871 | SawyerSavings.Bank/Personal-Banking
OFFICES IN SAUGERTIES, MARLBORO, HIGHLAND & NEW PALTZ

87 Market Street, Saugerties, New York 12477

™

Experience Worth Banking On

Stop in, give us a call, or visit
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174 Hunter Drive #W-1
Hunter, NY 12447

Ski On/Ski Off Condominium on Hunter Mountain

This wonderful condominium is ready for you to enjoy in time for winter season! Welcome to Hunter Highlands Il, an
exceptional condo association sited alongside of Hunter Mountain. Enjoy the convenience of trailside living in a highly
sought after four-season vacation destination, Hunter Mountain--the epicenter of the beautiful Catskill Mountains! Here is
a great opportunity fo own a slope-side end unit condo with skiing just steps from your door! Hunter Highlands Unit #W-1
is a fully furnished 2 bedroom (plus sleeping loft)/2 full bathroom unit with a grand wood burning fireplace and spacious
floorplan. This unit has been thoughtfully renovated to include all modern comforts! Step inside fo the mud room with
space for all your summer & winter sports gear. The guest bedroom and full bathroom are down the hallway allowing
privacy for friends and family. Upstairs, you're greeted to a fully equipped kitchen with beautiful granite countertops, a
large living room w/ wood burning fireplace (plus a spacious balcony with amazing ski trail views!). The primary bedroom
has cathedral ceilings with an adjacent full bathroom. The utility & laundry room has a dedicated space and is nicely tucked
out of sight. Lastly, a custom spiral staircase brings you to the 3rd level loft and jacuzzi room. This bonus area is perfect
for a theater room or use as an additional sleeping space (3rd bedroom). This wonderful condo has many contemporary
windows throughout offering a different scenic view from every direction. Southern & western exposure allows for plenty of
natural sunlight and beautiful sunsets. This gorgeous property is fully furnished and move in ready. Excellent location less
than a 2 minute walk from slopes! Just two hours from NYC. Perfect primary or co-primary residence. Or use as an income
property with reliable rental history and positive cash flow! Your vacation residence awaits.

2 Beds + Loft

2 Baths
Listing#147304
Offered at $487,500

BRIDGET LEACH

REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

C: 518.947.8022
0: 512.589.9000
bridgetmleach@aol.com
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thebusiness go on. On our website[ www.
stephenrobinwoodworking.com Jthere’s
aportfolio section that shows everything,
the art furniture, the art that we made
for the Woodstock Jewish Congregation
Temple, to everything we made for Bard
College’s library [to house and display
Alan Sussman’s donated rare book
collection], and itshows the staircase we
made last year for Family of Woodstock
in Kingston.

“They had an 1850 staircase, very or-
nate, and it ended on the first floor, and
the finance people at Family are in the
basement, and Michael Berg [ Family’s
executive director] wanted the base-
ment and rest of the building to be con-
nected, so he commissioned us to build
a staircase. So we built a railing and all
ofthose twists and turns. and Jim Mayer
was the lead person on staircase design
for Family”

We go into the shop

“It’s a conventional wood shop, but it’s
loaded with every imaginable tool. This
is my stash of Japanese stuff. Then over
here ...” He pulls open shallow drawers,
filled with chisels.

Tools? Robin’s stream of consciousness
flows as he tests a chisel. “Hundreds. In
the best of all worlds, you see, it’s not
always perfect ... but you can see that
it’s like a razor ... so we try, and all of
them are as good as the rest of them. But
generally speaking I would say if I really
counted they're all that good ... mostly,
not always, but most of them are pretty
good. All of what you see here are essen-
tially conventional woodworking tools.”

We watch cutting being done by the
CNC machine.

“There’s a client in Stone Ridge who
makes this furniture out of plastic, and

845-247-2590 | kiwanisicearena.com | 6 Small World Ave, Saugerties

ICE ARENA

Open 7 days a week with various times for public skating

I

Public Open Skating Admissions
S6 for Adults, $4 for Children 6-18, Children 5 & Under are Free.

Public Drop In Hockey,/Sticks & Pucks S8 for Adults, $6 for Children

Skate Rentals - 53 a pair. Hockey and Figure Skates available.

Visit our website for the skate times
for every public session

BIRTHDAY PARTIES ¢ PRO SHOP

all the pieces are interlocked.”

The CNC machine consists of a table,
maybe ten to twelve feet long, maybe
eight feet wide with a computer-run
cutting tool. “What it does is, it takes the
material, whatever it is, picks it up and
cuts what’s in the program. That block
of wood [he points] is going to become
a three-seat loveseat, curved to fit the
contour of your back, and that’s all going
to be from drawings.”

The $150,000 machine was purchased
in 2007 utilizing a $43,000 matching
grant facilitated by congressman Mau-
rice Hincheyfrom the U.S. Forest Service
and the Watershed Agricultural Council’s
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Barbara Carter

Real Estate Associate Broker

652 Route 299 - Highland NY 12528

C- 845-505-3160 best to reach me directly

0O: 845-255-6163
BarbaraCarterTeam.com
BarbaraCarterRealEstate@Gmail.com

Lic # 10301201309 FOR RELENTLESS PERFORMANCE IN THE CENTURY 21® SYSTEM

COLDWELL BANKER  [IMBERLAND

LET ONE OF OUR AGENTS : :

IN YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

OVER $1 BILLION IN SALES | 8 REGIONAL OFFICES

BOICEVILLE/
MOUNT TREMPER
(845)657-4177

MARGARETVILLE
(845)586-3321

DELHI ONEONTA STAMFORD SIDNEY ROSCOE WALTON
(607)746-7400 (607)435-3280  (607)652-2220  (607)604-4394  (607)290-4130 (607)865-7000
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(WAC) forestry program.

“Curves are as easy to cut as straight
lines. Complex 3-D structures are rela-
tively easy to produce. Even the number
of machining steps that require human
action have been dramatically reduced
by automation,” Robin says in an article
in a WAC online posting (www.nycwa-
tershed.org/forestry/stephen-robin/).

Robin offers CNC machining services
to other shops. “In the Woodstock area,
there are many guitarbuilders and wood-
working studios like mine who will favor
a local alternative,” he said in the WAC
article. “Craftsmen spend thousands of
dollars to ship products across the U.S.
to other shops with the CNC technology.
Now, they can save time and money by
keeping the wood local”

“Once upon a time to make a desktop
like this required a certain amount of
skill,” Robin says back in his office. “Now
in probably a couple of hours you can
glue it up and take it downstairs, and an
hourlateryouhave the top,including the
undercuts and everything.”

Keeping life interesting

The tour continues through his living
quarters, accompanied briefly by Joany
Elliott.

“This is our house. It’s sort of a work in
progress, mostly done ...”

Stephen: “We made all this stuff...”

Joany: “He made all this stuff...”

Stephen: “Joany has tons of stuff,
tchotchkes .... Occasionally some of it
gets used.”

She pointsoutadining-room table with
two leaves. Stephen says, “You look un-
derneath, everythingiswood. Everything
we build looks as good underneath as it
does on the bottom as it does on the top.”

He shows off some expert tile work.

“We copied this from Olana...”

Up more stairs .... Joany’s office, the
computers networked...

Moretileworkin the bathroom. “I'm not
a tile guy, I don’t do this professionally,
butI can do it. When we were in Italy we
copied that, I made that piece by piece.”

Beds, dressers, mirrors, nightstands...

“All this stuffis dovetailed, nonails. Just
about everything I make is functionally
as good asyou can make it. Benches have
two mortises, there’s no cheats.”

Robinlikestoshoothoops,sowehoista
couple, thoughitsalittle muddy outside.
And like many old-time Woodstockers,
he’sgotacouple of Dylan storiestorelate,

though he doesn’t harp on them.

Hisdaughteris 52 “in Cape Cod, she has
a restaurant, a husband and a child...”

“I own a house in Cape Cod next to my
daughter,” Stephen said, “I'm gradually
fixing up. Little house and outbuilding
...and if I have time ... well, I find that I
have more money than I have time. I'm
not going to outlive my money.

“I swim every day for a half-hour with
my cousin Freddy Hand. I like biking,
motorcycle riding, kayaking. In the
winter I ski .... I have a pretty full life.
But in my own house I'm embarrassed I

don’t have dining-room chairs, so that’s
my next project.

“I have two weeks to do a project, then
I'm free. I've decided I'm retired from
anything beyond .... Well, I'm the only
guy that knows how to spray-finish, so
I do that. But I'm sort of trying to back
away from the business .... But if people
want to make money, the business has to
support itself. If we hit a slow period, T'll
hire everybody to work on furniture, and
well spend some money and see what
happens. Just, you know, trying to keep
life interesting ....”
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Soak in the healing power of nature. Escape the city
and enjoy life in a mountain oasis just two hours from
New York City. Create Your Own Getaway.

FOREST BATHING+« HIKING« MEDITATION. SOUND BATHS
PRIVATE YOGA.BONFIRE.- DEWA SPA.FARM TO TABLE MENU

WWW.MENLA.US | 845.688.6897

SPONSORED BY TIBET HOUSE US, THE DALAI LAMA'S TIBETAN CULTURAL CENTER IN AMERICA

TWO GREAT CD OFFERS!

8 15
Month & Month

=] [m] visit GoRondout.com/Hot
to learn about our CD specials &
N schedule an appointment today!

RONDOUT

SAVINGS BANK

(845) 331-0073 » RondoutBank.com
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Cold comfort

Winterization tips for Hudson Valley homeowners

by Zac Shaw

ERE'S THE coLD truth:
Winterization in the Hud-
son Valley is more than
just a seasonal chore. It's
a necessity for every homeowner.

Let’s examine the longlist of important
winter preparations, addressing crucial
areas from insulation upgrades and
draft-protection measures to ensuring
roof integrity and the essential gutter
cleaning and maintenance.

We'll look at the region's older
homes, which often pose unique
challenges, especially when it comes
to heating system readiness and pipe
protection. The Hudson Valley's lush
landscape, too, demands its own prep
to weather the cold months. Those
with detached buildings - common
around these parts - face additional
winterizing concerns.

And while all these tasks beckon, the
mounting pressure of high demand
paired with a limited supply of home-
improvement professionals adds another
layer of urgency.

So, before the first snowflake settles,
let's embark on a thorough journey of
preparing our homes for the local winter.

Better insulate than never

In the Hudson Valley, where tempera-
ture inconsistency is the norm, homes
demand thorough insulation. Attics and
walls are typical areas of focus, but it's
important to insulate crawl spaces and
basements to improve a home's overall
thermal efficiency.

Blown-in insulation is a practical
choice for many homeowners, as it can
fill hard-to-reach spaces, reducing gaps
where cold air might seep in. Insulating
floors, especially in homes with raised
foundations, can also make a noticeable
difference in indoor comfort during
colder months.

Many older homes can benefit from

Before the first snowfall, homeowners should ensure gutters are cleaned

of all debris.

modern insulation methods without
compromising theirstructural or histori-
cal integrity. Techniques like injection
foam can boost insulation levels in these
homes without extensive modifications.
With the region's varied winter condi-
tions, an effective insulation strategy
is vital not only for comfort but also

for energy efficiency. Proper insulation
ensures homes remain warm during
the cold spells and prevents excessive
energy use.

Depending on your income level and
other factors, you may be able to get
financial assistance from New York State
for making insulation upgrades, as well
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as some of the other energy-efficient
improvements covered below.

Draft protection

The varied regional topography, from
riverfronts to mountain peaks, presents
distinct climate challenges, intensifying
the importance of draft-proofing. The
breezes that sweep down mountains or
waftacrossriverscanlead touniquedraft
patterns in homes.

For homes at higher elevations, where
temperatures tend to be cooler and
winds sharper, it's especially important
to ensure windows and doors are tightly
sealed. Weatherstripping is a useful tool
in these areas, helping to maintain a
warm interior even in the face of gusty
mountain winds. Upgrading to double-
paned or thermal windows can also be
a boon for homes at these elevations,
providing a necessary buffer against the
colder external environment.

Meanwhile, homes in valleys or near
bodies of water often experience damp,
chilly air, especially during the early
morning and evening hours. Here, ad-
dressing drafts is equally vital, not only
for warmth but also to prevent moisture

The Hudson Valley’s lush landscape demands its own prep to weather the

cold months.

buildup, which can lead to mold or mil-
dew. Ensuring proper door seals and
using draft stoppers can keep both cold
air and dampness at bay.

Regardless of elevation, it's crucial for
allhomeownersregularly toinspect their
home siding and foundation. Seal gaps

or cracks to optimize insulation, as even
small openings can lead to significant
heat loss. In the diverse climate of the
Hudson Valley, tailoring draft-proofing
strategiesbased onlocation ensuresboth
comfort and energy efficiency through-
out the colder months.

NOW Renting Dumpsters!

Construction, Remodeling & Fall Cleaning!

SALES & SERVICE OPEN:
MON. - FRI. 8AM TO 4PM

Rent the Tools the PROS Use

e [ awn Aerator
e Sod Cutter

e [ awn Dethatcher

e Garden Tillers
e Stump Grinders
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CARL BELL

Plumbing | Heating | HVAC

Commercial & Residential
Licensed & Insured

(845) 481-4322

email: carl@carlbellplumbing.com
PO Box 2107 Kingston, NY 12401

There’s something
for everyone at Houst!

LAWN/GARDEN
FUN & GAMES
All the .coI0|:s SPORTS
you can imagine AUTO

All the supplies
you'll need! HOUSEWARES

POWER TOOLS

PLUMBING
HEATING W alue.
HAND TOOLS RENTAL
ELECTRICAL

4 Mill Hill Road - housthardware.com - info@housthardware.com - 845.679.2115
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Consider your windows when preparing your home for the cold winter months.

Roof truths

In mountainous terrains or higher el-
evations, roofs often face the challenge of
heavier snow accumulations. Suchloads
canstrainroofstructures, makingregular
inspections imperative. Checking for
signs of sagging or structural weakening
can prevent potential issues down the
line. Furthermore, in these elevated ar-
eas ensuring proper attic insulation and

ventilation is vital. This setup not only
conserves heat but also aids in prevent-
ingice dams — ridges ofice that can trap
melting snow, leading to potential leaks
and structural damage. Winter wreaks
havoc on leaky roofs, with ice changing
to water and back again.

For homes nestled in valleys or near
water bodies, mixed precipitation poses
unique challenges. The layering of sleet

We Have a Complete Line of Rental Equipment and

Accessories for the Contractor and Home Owner

Lift

Bobcat Mini

Construction ® Lawn & Garden e Floor Care
Ladders/Scaffold ® Moving e Painting/Decorating

We also have everything you need for a great backyard party!
5752 Route 209, Kerhonkson, NY 12446 « (845) 626-4747

Backhoe Excavator

or freezing rain beneath a snowpack can
increase the roof’s weight burden, mak-
ing periodic clearing crucial, especially
after a freezing rain event.

Roofing material also plays a vital role
inwinterresilience. Considering materi-
als designed for colder climates can be a
game-changer. For instance, metal roof-
ing can facilitate snow sliding off more
easily, while specific shingles are crafted
to resist ice formation.

Out of the gutter

The changing seasons in the Hudson
Valley bring picturesque foliage color
changes and serene snowfalls, but they
also present a challenge in gutter main-
tenance. As autumn leaves drop, gutters
can quickly become clogged, posing is-
sues when winter precipitation arrives.
Clogged gutters combined with freezing
temperatures can lead toice dam forma-
tion, which not only adds weight to the
gutters but can also force melting snow
and ice to seep beneath roof shingles,
risking leaks or structural damage.
Before the first snowfall, homeowners
should ensure gutters are cleaned of all
debris. Equally important is ensuring
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Locally Family Owned & Operated

OIL - KERO - DIESEL - PROPANE - GASOLINE
SWITCH YOUR PROPANE AND SAVE!

No Credit Checks
Free Change Over
Locked in Rate for 1 Year

MERP Approved

www.Drittandgraff.com

Call us to
schedule your
install today!

Classic-Craft
American Style

Create a timeless Arts and Crafts look. The
American Style Collection is inspired by

the simple design and handcrafted details of
Craftsman and Prairie home styling. It reflects the
prized beauty of real Douglas Fir wood grain with
all the benefits of fiberglass, thanks to AccuGrain
technology. And, with Classic-Craft, you get

more. Every detail — from wider glass to heavier
construction — creates a more premium entryway.

CALL US FOR ALL .
YOUR BUILDING THERMARETRU

NEEDS!!! DOORS

Builders
4 FirstSource

918 Route 32, Rosendale, NY « 845-658-8331
Hours: Monday - Friday 7:00am - 4:30pm
www.bldr.com
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downspouts are clear and direct water
well away from the home's foundation
to prevent pooling and potential freez-
ing around the base. With the Hudson
Valley's distinct mix of thawing and
freezing conditions, maintaining clear
and functional guttersis crucial forhome
protection during the cold months.

Hot stuff

In many older homes, furnaces are a

common fixture. Regular maintenance,
such as changing furnace filters and
yearly inspections, are crucial to ensure
these systems work efficiently through-
out the cold months.

Fireplaces, often the heart of a Hudson
Valley home, not only add warmth but
alsoatouch ofromanticcharm. However,
they require specific attention before
winter use. Chimneys should be cleaned
to remove buildup, reducing the risk of

BATHROOMS TOO!

CABINETS « COUNTERTOPS
DESIGNS « RENOVATIONS

Open Monday - Saturday
Showroom: (845) 255-2022 | wewkitchens.com

chimneyfires. Checkingfireplace damp-
ers for proper function is also essential
to prevent cold drafts and ensure safe
operation. A quick inspection for cracks
or structural issues in the chimney or
fireplace can go a long way in ensuring
safety.

Modern heating systems, found in
newer homes or retrofitted into older
ones, need their own set of winter prepa-
rations. Thisincludes thermostat checks,
inspecting for leaks, and making sure
vents aren't blocked. Whether relying
on an old furnace, a fireplace, or a state-
of-the-art heating system, consistent
maintenance is the key.

Preparing heating systems for winter
is not just about comfort, but also about
safety and efficiency. Don’t wait for some-
thing to go wrong. Anticipate problems
- particularly with old heating systems
- and be proactive about maintenance.

Pipe up

Temperature variations can spell dis-
aster for water pipes. Exposed pipes
need insulation, especially those on the
home'sexteriororinunheated spaceslike
garages and crawl spaces. Homeowners
can use pipe sleeves or even heat tape to
keep them from freezing.

Remember: When your pipes burst,
you’re not the only one. When weather
conditions are just right (wrong?), pipes
burst over the Hudson Valley at the same

-

JEFF COLLINS STONE SUPPLY
YOUR #1 SUPPLIER FOR NATURAL STONE
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PICK UP OR DELIVERY AVAILABLE
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time. Plumbers are going to be backed up
with tons of jobs. For some, burst pipes
are aminor inconvenience, but for many
others it can be thousands in property
damage. Don’t gamble with pipe prep.

Shrub sweaters

With the region experiencing cold
snaps, heavy snows, and ice accumula-
tions, preparing the exterior environ-
ment is as crucial as winterizing the

home itself.

Trees, particularly older or more vulner-
able ones, can be susceptible to winter
damage. Heavy snow or ice can weigh
downbranches,leadingto potential breaks

Woodstock Office.
National Reputation.

If you have been injured, contact your hometown lawyer: Joe Belluck.

He specializes in car, truck and motorcycle crashes, construction accidents,
slip and fall cases, work injuries, asbestos cancers like mesothelioma,
medical malpractice and dangerous products.

Joe will meet with you for free in your home or at his Woodstock office.
He guarantees personalized representation from a local lawyer with a national reputation.
He can help you recover money for medical bills, lost wages and other damages.

Call Joe Now For Your Free Consultation
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that might pose risks to nearby structures
orpower lines. It'sadvisable forhomeown-
erstoinspect trees for dead or weak limbs
and consider professional pruning before
winter sets in. This not only prevents pos-
sible damage but also promotes healthy
tree growth in the spring.

Shrubs and perennial plants can benefit
from a layer of mulch applied in the late
fall. Mulch acts as an insulation layer,
protecting plant roots from severe cold
and temperature fluctuations. It also
helps retain soil moisture, ensuring
plants remain hydrated throughout the
winter months.

For homeowners with garden beds
close to the home's foundation, caution
isrequired when piling snow. Repeatedly
shoveling snow onto these beds can lead
to moisture seeping into the foundation
when temperatures rise and the snow
melts. Instead, it's best to shovel snow
away from the home, ensuring both the
structure and plantsremain undamaged.

Lastly, all irrigation systems or garden
hoses should be drained and winterized
to prevent freezing and potential pipe
bursts. Automated sprinkler systems in
particular should be blown out using
compressed air to ensure all residual
water is removed.

Throw another backlog
in the fireplace

Theregion'sunique weather challenges
have led to a boom in demand for local
contractors and home-improvement pro-
fessionals. Startinginquiries early, ideally
in late summer or early fall, is key. This
foresight allows homeowners to secure
quality services before schedules fill up.

Detached buildings

In the Hudson Valley, it's not just the
main homes that need winter prepara-
tion. Theregion, withitsrich agricultural
history, boasts a multitude of barns,

The region, with its rich agricultural history, boasts a multitude of barns,

sheds, and other outbuildings.

sheds, and other outbuildings. For these
non-residential structures, it's crucial to
checktheroofing, asthesebuildings often
lack theinternal heatthat can melt snow.
Ensuring roofs are strong and without
leaks can prevent snow-load collapse.
Proper ventilation is essential, too, since
it prevents the moisture build-up which
candegrade wooden structuresovertime.

What if someone is living in an external

845-372-5650

www.captainspotless.com

o Window Cleaning
o Power Washing
o Gutter Cleaning
¢ Soft Roof Wash

* Residential
Cleaning Services

building? Thisis of particular concern for
homeowners looking to build accessory
dwellings that take advantage of finan-
cial incentives such as Kingston’s to do
so as a band-aid for the housing crisis.

These living spaces, though separate
from the main house, require all the
precautions ofa primaryresidence: insu-
lation, heating, and plumbing protection.
But it's also key to ensure safe pathways
between the main home and these units,
as well as adequate snow-removal sys-
tems in place. Separate structures often
occupyspaces not typically covered by the
main home's snow-removal plans. Given
the region's shorter winter days, proper
lighting for these pathways can also offer
safety and security for residents. Whether
it'sabarn storing valuable equipment or
a cozy accessory dwelling, taking extra
care for these structures can ensure
their longevity and usability through
the region's challenging winter months.



ULSTER PUBLISHING

Hudson Valley Living FALL 2023 « 23

BLUE
SWAN

Painting
and Design

Design & Color Consultancy
Specialized Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Free Consultation within the
Hudson Valley Area

We can turn your visions

into reality

blueswanpainters.com
718.532.6234

Your local agent
for home & auto

Call me for a quote

o StateFarm

Alex Sette, Agent

79 Hurley Avenue Suite 111
Kingston, NY 12401-2832

Bus: 845-943-2039
www.readysettesave.com
alex@readysettesave.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty
Company,

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas,
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Mountain:Iree Care

Preserving the beauty of Ulster County’s trees since 1974
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your companion

A good petsitter will find ways to connect

Care for

by Violet Snow

F YOU LIVE with an
animal, you know how
enriching it can be to
communicate with a be-
ing whose skills are so differ-
ent from our own. The bonds
made across that apparent di-
vide are deep and fascinating.

But what happens when you
go on vacation or you land in
the hospital or you are called
away for some obligation? Who
will take care of your beloved
companion?

It can be difficult to find the
kind of person you’d want look-
ing after your pal. You need
someonereliable, calm, and sen-
sitive tothe needsand variations
ofindividuals. Good options are
someone you know personally,
who has proven their abilities,
or areputable and experienced
professional.

We collected advice from two
local pros, as well as afewstories
from neighborhood sitters.

Kylla Delisio lives in Wood-
stock, but will travel to take care
of pets. “People have mainly
found me by word of mouth.
Having lived here forever, I
have areputation around town,
which hashelped tremendously
with my business. I was a wait-
ress for 15 years, which helped
me to meet a lot of the com-
munity, too.”

She also leaves business cards
atlocal petshopsand hasadver-
tised in the newspaper.

‘When Mia Erichsen, who also
works as a veterinary assistant,

Ginger’s been a very good girl and deserves some attention.
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Come visit our newest
location, conveniently
located on Rt. 28 in the
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(in the Sunflower Market Plaza)
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‘%our bulbs for spring!
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Join Us for Fall Fun in
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15 Boices Lane in the Office Depot Plaza, Kingston, NY
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posted her pet-care business on Face-
book, she had to team up with a friend
to cover all the jobs that came her way.
Erichsen nowtakes care of Ulster County,
while Sophia Valentia accommodates
customersin Orange County. Their posts
have appeared on the Facebook pages of
local towns, as well as on animal-related
Facebook groups, such as Hudson Valley
HorseSource.

A petsitter might visit your home two
or three times a day, live in your home
while you're away, or take your pet into
their own house. Delisio, however, does
not board animals at her home. \

wn————"— “Ifeellikeit’sbestfor
Exploring the pet to be comfort-
the bonds ableintheirownspace
between while their family is

. away, so I stay with
animals them at their home,”
andpeople she said. “I can also

LT do check—ins, but that
is usually with cats, who don’t need as
much attention or hands-on care. Each
animalis different, soitdepends on their
specific personality and need.”

Erichsen hasher own farmin Highland,
so she’s rarely available for live-in pet
care. In addition to caring for cats and
farm animals, her businessincludesalot
of dog-walking, stopping in twice a day
to feed and exercise her charges.

Written lists are important

My own petsitting experience began
when a friend asked me to take his dog
into my house while he was away. It

Kylla Delisio and one of her petsitting charges.

worked out fine because his Jack Russell
is elderly and easygoing enough for my
husband and myself to handle. When I
was asked to take a young, lively pit bull

Don’t Know Where to Return Your Bottles?

BOTTLE
REDEMPTION
CENTER

We have machines that count your bottles
so you get ALL your money back!

Open: 7 Days 9 am - 7 pm
85 Murray Street, Kingston, NY 12401
Locally Owned and Operated

for a week, I declined, lacking the skills
for a more challenging canine.

Though my neighbor JK has a cat, she
was able to take in a calm older dog for
ashorttime. Ayoung, frisky dog, already
accustomed toliving with cats, wasasuc-
cessful guest after one threatening swat
from JK’s cat put the pup in her place.

To prepare for a petsitter, make sure to
schedule time in advance for the sitter to
meet your animals. Go over the feeding
and other care procedures. Write down
theamountand kind offood each animal
gets, and don’t forget to specify where
thefoodisstored, where the clean dishes
and spoons can be found, and where the
dishes are to be placed at feeding time.

Although you will be showing these
details to the sitter, don’t expect her to
rememberthem all. Shehas other clients,
and you may have multiple animals.

I recently took care of a friend’s horses,
goats, chickens, cats, and dog. I had
intended to take notes at the advance
visit, but I saw she had a written list,
and I figured I could concentrate better
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if T wasn’t writing. Big mistake. When it
came to feeding, I couldn’t find some of
the food or the dishes, details that had
onlybeen communicated verbally. Luck-
ily, the owner was available the moment
I texted her, and soon I was up to speed.

Obviously, write down your cellphone
number or the number where you'll be
staying, as well as any vets you use. My
horse-owning friend added the phone
numbers of neighbors to contact if the
horses got loose, but luckily I didn’t
need them.

If your pets require medication, write
down how it is to be administered and
how often. Let the sitter know if she is
expected to clean up pet waste, what tools
to use, and where it should be placed.

If your pet is exceptionally shy or tem-
peramental, you might need to arrange
a few get-acquainted visits. “There are
some animals who I have to get to know
months in advance,” said Delisio, “so we
can ease our way into spending more
time together.”

JK suggests showing the sitter your
pet’s favorite toys. “I always spend a lot
of time playing with the cats,” she said.

Something new each day

It’s good to offer any other tips about
your animal’s preferences, although a
good petsitter will find a way to connect.
Delisio has cared for dogs that didn’tlike
to eat when their parents weren’t home.
“I have to find out what I can do to help
them feel more comfortable, whether it
be sitting with them while they eat or
singing a little song. You never know
until you try.”

Asked what she likes about her job,
Erichsen replied, “I love meeting all the
new animals and all their personalities,
getting to hang out with them, and tak-
ing a weight off the owner’s shoulders so
they can go away and enjoy themselves.”

Delisio explained, “Animals are my

Figh Falle Electnce
INC.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
LICENSED © INSURED

ROBERT HAMM

24 MOHONK ROAD
HIGH FALLS, NY 12440
845-687-7550

It’s hard for Zucko to say goodbye to his family, but a good petsitter

makes it easier.

people, and it gives me an opportunity
tolearn something new each day. Work-
ing with beings who don’t speak verbally
but in a much deeper and visual way is
mind-blowing to me. It’s all about truly
paying attention and listening with your
eyes or your heart. The bond between
human and animal feels so important to
me and has become my passion.”

For a home visit and dog-walking, a
petsitterin ourareamay charge anywhere
from $20 or $30to $60 pervisit,depend-
ing on the number of animals and the

length of the walk. Delisio likes to take
energetic dogs on hikes, but she charges
extra for the amount of time required.

Live-in care is usually charged by the
day, $80 to $100, depending on the
number of animals and the complexity
of the responsibilities. Caring for an
animal in the sitter’s home would cost
somewhat less.

Kylla Delisio of Woodstock may be
reached atkdpetwatch@gmail.com. Mia
Erichsen of Highland isat miaerichsen@
yahoo.com.
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Ask a
Master
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Have a gardening
question? Our Master
Gardener Volunteers
are here to help! Visit
them in our Kingston
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Get all your garden releated questions answered! Our volunteers will
help you identify plants, plant disease, insects, lawn problems, and
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They even identify invasive species (for free)!
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Growing from seed

Technmiques for sexual propagation of trees and shrubs

by Lee Reich

LANTING SEEDS IS a sat-

isfying way to grow trees

and shrubs. Gardeners of-

ten have a special affection

for plants produced in this manner.z
Don't be put off by the length of time
required to grow trees and shrubs from

seeds. Unless you are interested in
flowering or fruiting (which may take a
decade for some plants), you can expect
plenty of new growth from many species
of young tree and shrub seedlings. And
even if years are required, shouldnt
some aspects of gardening be long-term
propositions?

Seed-grown plants, unlike cuttings and

Artistic Renovations
CHAIR CANING

Furniture repair and sales | Free estimates
hankmildew@gmail.com | 845-750-2298

PETER SHULTIS

STONE YARD

All your bluestone needs and services

Ower 30 years experience

16 Van Wagner Road, Willow, NY 12495
(845) 679-6943 o Fax: (845) 679-7081

grafts, are not genetic replicas of their
parents. With some species, such as
green ash, each seedling may be notice-
ably different in form or leaf color. At
the other extreme is Amur honeysuckle,
seedlings of which are almost identical
to each other and their parents.

Inthecaseofatreeorshrubwithawide
natural range, starting with collecting
or purchasing seeds from plants grown
under similar weather and soil condi-
tionswillincrease thelikelihood that the
seedlings will adapt well toyour property.

Obtaining seed is just the first step. I
remember one autumn day decades ago,
when with high aspirations I dropped an
apple seed into some potting soil in an
eight-inch flowerpot. No, thatseed hasn’t
by now grown into a majestic old tree.

It germinated, and the tree started
to grow. Then it stalled at about four
inches in height. Apple seeds, like those
of many other hardy trees, need special
pre-treatmentbefore they will germinate
and grow.

Tree seeds planted as I planted them
often do not grow at all. This behav-
ior is not without logic. If an apple or
sugar-maple seed germinated as soon
as it touched ground in late summer
or early autumn, the life of the tender
young seedling would be snuffed out
with the first frosty autumn night. Seeds
that ripen in autumn usually have an
innate mechanism that prevents them
from growing until they have become

WOODSTOCK

TRAILS

NYSIDECiLicensed:Hiking Guidel#5072

We build them, Guided Hikes

we walk them. Dave Scenic Tours
Holden

Custom Trails
845-594-4863

Like Woodstock Trails on Facebook
oodstocktrails@gmail.com  www.woodstocknytrails.com
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convinced that winter is over.
Thewaytofool such seedsintobehaving
as though winter were over is by keep-
ing them cool and moist for a couple of
months. By packing seeds into plastic
bags along with slightly moist peat or
sphagnum moss and then putting the
bags into a refrigerator, I've successfully
grown many trees from seeds. Creat-
ing this artificial
winter for seeds is

INTERIOR DESIGN BY

Maria R. Mendoza
NYS CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNER

Furniture, Lighting, Home
Decor, Tabletops, Accessories,
Custom Window Treatments,
Curtains, Reupholstery, Window
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Designer Fabrics, Area Rugs,
Skincare, Bath & Body Products,
Fragrances & Gifts

INTERIOR DESIGN
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KINGSTON | RHINEBECK

HunterDouglas

845-338-0800

www.marigold-home.com

ChI"I_ng known as strati-
requirements fication, because
varywiththe nursery workers
species. chill large quanti-

ties of seeds by
packing alternat-
ing layers (strata) of seeds and moist
sphagnum moss into boxes.

Seeds could be sown directly in the
ground outside, but this imperils them
to squirrels, birds, flooding, and other
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natural hazards.

Seeds kept cool and moist sprout once
theyhave accumulated a certain number
ofhours of chilling. The chilling require-
ments vary with the species as examples,
one month for Chinese elm, two months
for apple, two to four months for hem-
lock, and four months for dogwood. The
optimum chilling temperature is 32 to
40 degrees Fahrenheit, and no time is
put into the chilling “bank” when the
temperature gets too cold, below about
32 degrees, or too warm, above about 50
degrees Fahrenheit.

A hard seed coat that water cannot
penetrate is another common roadblock
to germination. To make such seeds
permeable (a process known as scarifica-
tion), either nick them with a file or pack
them in plastic bags with non-sterile soil
or compost for two or three months, so
microorganisms can chew away at the
hard coating.

Some seeds -- silk tree, honeylocust,
locust, and Kentucky coffee tree are ex-
amples -- germinate as soon as they are
scarified. Others, such asredbud, juniper
and hophornbeam, need stratification
following scarification to germinate.

Notall tree seeds need any sort of treat-
ment before they’ll germinate. Catalpa
and sycamore, for example, germinate
as soon as they are sown. Their seeds
hang on the trees through winter. The
evolutionary logic in their germination

Portable
Toilet
e Rentals

Pine-scented
green e Rose-
scented pink
Carmel e White
Blue e Gray
Red and blue

Handicap
accessible

845-658-8766 * 845-417-6461
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TLKportables@gmail.com
tikportables.com

Having an event?
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Festivals e Parks e Construction/
Building Sites @ Public Areas

Weekends e Weekly ¢ Monthly

PHOTOS BY LEE REICH
Top to bottom: seed scarification; stratified seeds, sprouting; planting sprouted
peach seed.
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behavior may be that by the time their
seeds drop to moist ground temperatures
are too cold for germination. Or else it’s
spring, and just the right time for ger-
mination. Seeds that ripen in the spring,
such as silver maple and red maple, also
need no treatments.

Once seeds are ready for planting, per-
haps already sprouting, I either pot them
in containers in regular houseplant pot-
ting soil, or else plant them in the ground
outside. Plants with taproots, such as
hickories, pawpaws and walnuts, need
deep containers. Or Imake them fromsec-
tions cut from four-inch-diameter plastic
pipe with screens wired to their bottoms.

The length of time I grow a plant in a
container varies, depending on the type
of plant, but I check theroots periodically
tomakesureto eitherrepotortransplant
to open ground before the roots become
potbound.

Before planting a seedling in a perma-
nent location, I try to picture the tree
or shrub 30 years hence. That special
affection one develops for woody plants
raised from a seed makes it especially
hard to cut such plants down, even if
they are in the wrong place.

“Tall oaks from little acorns grow.”
Likewise for maples, sycamores, junipers,
and other trees.

In addition to collecting seed myself
from local trees, I turn to www.jlhud-
sonseeds.net for more obscure tree and
shrub seed,

My own book, The Ever Curious Gar-
dener, offers details and techniques for
growing a wide variety of plants from
seed. Plant Propagation: Principles
and Practices by H. Hartmann and D.
Kester details principles and practices
of propagation for all sorts of plants.
New Paltzwriter Lee Reich, also author of
The Pruning Book, Weedless Gardening,
Growing Figs in Cold Climates and other
books, isagarden consultant specializing
ingrowing fruits, vegetables and nuts. He
hostsworkshops at his New Paltz farmden.
Forinformation, go to www.leereich.com.
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UNBEATABLE SERVICE

With our two 120,000
gallon storage facilities,
the newest located in
Cairo, we're invested
in delivering the best
customer service to
residents and businesses
throughout the Hudson
Valley region.

MAKE THE SWITCH TO

At Nolan Propane, our highly skilled sales and service
team can help assess what you need for your home or
business, install your equipment properly and safely,
provide a reliable supply of competitively-priced fuel,
and support it with comprehensive service every day of
the year.

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

With Nolan Propane, you get more than just a propane
supplier - you get an established propane expert and
partner. Since 1965, our mission continues to provide
you with the most responsive, reliable, and safest
propane service. ..today and tomorrow.

Family owned & operated for 3 generations

Call 518-756-2010

nolanpropane.com

We Also Sell, Install and Service
FURNACES - BOILERS « HOT WATER HEATERS - STANDARD & TANKLESS GAS STOVES FOR HEATING & COOKING
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Hudson Valley Wine & Food Festival, Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 9 & 10.

September festivals

Choose from 10 in the Hudson Valley this month

by Frances Marion Platt

Friday-Sunday, Sept. 8-10
Meadowlark: AHudson Valley Music
Festival
Stone Ridge Orchard, 3012 Route 213,
Stone Ridge
www.meadowlarkfest.com

Described as a curated three-day
celebration of American roots and in-
dependent music, this year’s Meadow-
lark lineup will blend storied names in
Americana,indierock and experimental
music - including legendary bluesman
Chris Smither — with a roster of local
and emerging artists, within a secluded

and intimate setting. What they all
have in common is a creative spirit that
pushestheboundaries of traditional and
independent music. A portion of event
proceeds will be donated to causes that
support local farmers in the Hudson
Valley region and nationally.

The festivities begin on Friday, Sep-
tember 8 at 5 p.m. with a VIP dinner
and cider-tasting under the fabled
400-year-old oak tree in the middle of
Stone Ridge Orchard. The music,dubbed
Meadowlark after Dark, will include
Lizzie No, Beccs, Cloudbelly and others
to be announced.

On Saturday, the music gets underway

at 1 p.m. and running until 9:30 p.m.
Performers will be Clap Your Hands
Say Yeah, Jolie Holland, Chris Staples,
Babehoven, Kaia Kater and an uniden-
tified “special guest.” (Locals who know
which publicity-averse, very famous
female singer who often supports good
causes happens to live in Stone Ridge
might venture a guess.) Some limited
overnight camping will be available.
Sunday’s lineup, from 1 p.m. until 8:30
p-m., includes DeVotchKa, Kacy & Clay-
ton, Chris Smither and Quintron & Miss
Pussycat. Meadowlark will also feature
performers from the Bindlestiff Family
Cirkusand video artby Preston Spurlock.
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Woodstock Film Festival, Wednesday-Sunday, Sept. 27-Oct. 1.

Ticket prices as of press time ranged
from $100 for single-day entry to $520
for VIP all-access for the full three-day
weekend. Camping access costs extra.

Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 9 & 10

Hudson Valley Wine & Food Festival
Dutchess County Fairgrounds, 6550
Springbrook Avenue, Rhinebeck
www.hudsonvalleywinefest.com

Hundreds of wines from New York
wineries, more than 100 gourmet spe-
cialty foods, lifestyle vendors and food
sampling from some of the region’s best
restaurants plus live entertainment are
the attractions at the 23rd annual Hud-
son Valley Wine and Food Festival. Visi-
tors can learn about wine and food from
theevent’'s many cooking demonstrations
and food and wine seminars throughout
theweekend, and also enjoy the opportu-
nity to meet and speak to vintners from
some of the state’s best wineries.

The Hudson Valley Wine & Food Festi-
val opens at 11 a.m. and closes at 6 p.m.
on Saturday, 5 p.m. on Sunday. Tickets
cost $50 ($99 VIP) per day, $90 for the
full weekend. These include a tasting

glass and all the wine/beer/cider/spirits
sampling. VIP tickets add early entry to
the festival, access to the VIP tent with

free refreshments, and a gift bag. Desig-
nated drivers get in for $25 per day, $45
for the weekend.

Friday-Sunday, Sept. 15-17

Drom30
Various venues, Kingston & Catskill
https://dromedary-records.com

This weekend-long festival celebrating
indie rock was initially conceived as a
party to celebrate the 30th anniversary
of Kingston micro-indie label Drom-
edary Records, including a number of
longtime Dromedary performers. The
lineup from 6 to 11 p.m. on Friday at
Tubby’s in Kingston includes Yung Wu
and Speed the Plough.

On Saturday from 1 to 11 p.m., at the
Avalon and Left-Bank Ciders in Catskill,
the bands will be Antietam, Sleepyhead,
Flower, Cathedral Ceilings, Joy Cleaner,
Sad Nemad, Guy Capecelatro III with
Carrie Bradley, French, Nick Berry and
Civic Mimic.

Sunday’sbands, playing from 1to 11 p.m.
at the Avalon and Spike’s Record Rack
in Catskill, include Lotion, Monster-
land, the Mommyheads, Jenny Toomey
& Friends, Stuyvesant, Overheard and
Dipper, plus a reading from Bela Koe-
Krompecher.

Ticket prices are $25 for Friday night’s
events and $60 for Saturday and Sunday
combined. A VIP pass available for $70
includes a Dromedary sampler CD and

WILL YOU FALL UNDER THE SPELL OF THE COUNT OR
WILL HE BE FOUND AND FINALLY LAID TO REST?

The WIDOW JANE MINE in Rosendale presents

LI VE! From the Bram S toker novel, the orngaI

production that premiered on Broadway in 1927.

DRAMATIZED BY HAMILTON DEANE AND JOHN L. BALDERSTON
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH SAMUEL FRENCH

September 28th & 29th at 7 pm

September 30th at 3 pm
$22 General Admission

Tickets: centuryhouse.org / 845.475.7973
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Hudson Valley Garlic Festival, Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 30-Oct. 1, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

a $10 donation to local food banks. Visit
the website for ticket links and more
information about the performers.

Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 23-24 &
Sept. 30-Oct. 1, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Grape Stomping Festival
Robibero Winery, 714 Albany Post Road,
New Paltz
www.robiberofamilyvineyards.com
Admit it: You've always wanted to try
your hand - errr, feet - at stomping grapes
to extract the juice, in the old-fashioned
way of making wine. Robibero Winery
gives you the chance to make that wish

cometrueatits Grape Stomping Festival.
Attendees are asked to bring blankets or
chairs to use on the lawn and a towel to
dry your feet. (Douglas Adams would
approve.)

Tickets cost $25 in advance, $35 on the
day of the event. That price entitles you
to participate in the grape-stomping,
plus a wine-tasting or one glass of wine
or sangria. Kids under 12 stomp for free,
and for $15 non-drinkers can purchase a
ticket for the grape-stomping only.

Thiseventalso featureslive music from
2 to 5 p.m. Caramel apple sangria avail-
able by the glass, wine-tasting, wine by

house sitting | pet watching | dog walking
email kdpetwatch@gmail.com

the glass or bottle, New
York State craftbeerand
cocktails, wood-fired
pizza, lawn games, and
abonfire. It goesonrain
or shine.

Saturday-Sunday,
Sept. 23-24,
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saugerties Fall Fest
236 Market Street, Sau-
gerties
hudsonvalleyevents@
outlook.com

The Saugerties Senior
Center welcomes in
the autumn with a free
indoor marketfeaturing
30 different categories
of vendors. There will
be hayrides, live music,
an apple-pie contest,
farmstands, raffles to
support the Andrew
Mullen Scholarship
Program, a photo booth, apple cider,
doughnuts, facepainting, baked goods,
maple syrup, honey, candles, and more.

Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 23-24

Woodsist Festival
Arrowood Farms, 236 Lower Whitfield
Road, Accord
https://arrowoodfarms.com/music

The Woodsist Festival returns to Ar-
rowood, with a lineup that showcases
the largest number of artists to perform
at the festival to date, while ticket prices
will reportedly remain the same as in
past years (not yet listed on the website,
though). This year’s festival features
Kevin Morby, Kurt Vile and the Viola-
tors, Avery Tare, Woods, Cass McCombs,
Bombino, Natural Information Society,
Scientist, M. J. Lenderman, Water from
Your Eyes, Alabaster DePlume, Taper’s
Choice, Daniel Higgs, Tyvek, Anna St.
Louis, Aquarium Drunkard DJs, and
Tubby’s DJs. Check the website for details
as the event date draws nearer.

Wednesday-Sunday,
Sept. 27-Oct. 1

Woodstock Film Festival

Various venues in Woodstock, Kingston,

Saugerties, Rosendale, Rhinebeck

https://woodstockfilmfestival.org
Ticketsforin-person and virtual events,

as well as festival passes, are for sale now
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online and at the box office. It’s always
adon’t-miss event, so keep checking the
website for announcements.

Saturday, Sept. 30, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Gardiner Day 2023
George Majestic Memorial Park, Gar-
diner
www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100064858265623

You don’t need to be a Gardinerite to
feel welcome at this low-key, family-
friendly annual street festival, though
it’s organized by locals for locals, with
every single activity free of charge. Gar-
diner Day’s mottois “Celebrating Family,
Fun and Friends,” and that’s about what
happens, with live local bands, dance
and karate demonstrations, games and
vendors. Some years there are even free
ponyrides ora petting zoo. For agenuine
experience of small-town homeyness,
just show up.

Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 30-Oct. 1

HandcraftedOctoberfestatRhinebeck
Dutchess County Fairgrounds, 6550
Springbrook Avenue, Rhinebeck
www.quatlhollow.com

This family harvest celebration is an
open-air event honors that harvest time
and slips in a few Germanic traditions,
but is centered around the concept of
handmade. And there’ssomething forev-
ery generation, taste and tastebud, from
the Hudson Valley’s best craft beer, wine
and spirits to one-of-a-kind goods by the
nation’s finest makers and artisans to
seasonal grub, live musical performances
and expert-led harvest activities.

The festival offers a carefully curated
collection of handmade goods in more
than ten media categories, complement-
ed by a diverse selection of autumnal
extras: fine-art pumpkin-carving by a
nationally acclaimed master of the niche
craft, one of the state’s largest pumpkins
(likely weighing in over 1700 pounds),
an educational petting zoo and animal
show, family lawn games, carriage rides,
craft demonstrations (fiber-spinning,
woodworking and more), a drop-off
children’s craft tent (with programming
and creative free play). You can even go
to the Quail Hollow website and register
for a needle-felting or paper-quilling
workshop led by Hudson Valley Atelier.

Thehours are from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Saturday, September 30 and 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. on Sunday. Full-weekend tickets

cost $13 atthegate, $10.50 inadvance for
adults, $11/$8.50 for seniors, $6/$4.50
for children aged 6 to 16.

Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 30-Oct. 1,
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Hudson Valley Garlic Festival
Cantine Memorial Complex, Saugerties
www.hovgforg

Long before Saugerties became a hot
destination for equestrians, its claim to
fame was being the nerve center of garlic
cuisine for the East Coast. The Hudson
Valley Garlic Festival has been around
since 1989, and itdraws tens of thousands
to Cantine Field every autumn to pay
homage to the Stinking Rose.

You can buy braids of garlic of every
conceivable variety and sample every
imaginable garlic-flavored food (includ-
ing ice cream). Culinary talks and dem-
onstrations are also an integral part of
the two-day event. There are hundreds
of vendors, live music all day long, and,
for some inexplicable reason often a
Morris dance performance. (Not that
I'm complaining; we don’t get many of
those around here.)

Daily admission at the gate costs $15
for attendees aged 13 and up. Tickets
purchased online in advance cost $10
for adults, $8 for seniors, and must be
printed out. Only paper copies will be
accepted at the gate.

HARMAN

Featuring Smart Operation Easy Touch
Controls — with scheduling, cleaning
prompts & gauges.

Visit www.harmanstoves.com or
Gem Woodstove Company for

Pellet and
charcoal grills,
grill accessories,
BBQ pellets,
charcoal, wood
and gas firepits

Accentra 52i

Insert

“The best selling
insert just got hotter!”
Heat up to 2600 SF,
features automatic
ignition & temperature
control!

Absolute 43
Heat up to 2400 SF
Quiet, compact &
powerful; dual fans

Absolute 63
Industry leading heat
& control, heat up to
3400 SF

enancine 0o\ GEM STOVE AND FIREPLAGE (0.

AVAILABLE
T0 QUALIFIED
CUSTOMERS

ASK FOR DETAILS

A
7,

www.gemstoveandfireplace.com

P43

Most compact,
powerful P-Series
pellet stove

'WOOD - PELLET & GAS STOVES - FIREPLACES * SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES

7987 Rt. 32 North - Cairo NY
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9-5 - other times by appointment

Allure 50
Stylish, powerful
& quiet
92 Ib. hopper!

P68
One of the
most efficient stoves
on the market!

Come see our
new displays
of stoves,
inserts &
fireplaces

518-622-3862

ROBERT BLOOMER

Cell: 914-388-0501

FREE ESTIMATE/FULLY INSURED

TREE REMOVAL & STUMP GRINDING LLC
“WE WILL NOT BE UNDER BID”

We are also offering Asphalt Seal Coating
for Driveways and Parking Lots.

845-679-7949

Serving the Hudson Valley

* TAKE DOWNS

* CHIPPING

* TOPPING

* CLEARING

* SCENIC VIEWS

* CABLING

* STORM DAMAGES

robert.bloomer@yahoo.com
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How to create curb
appeal when you're
selling your home

by Francesca Ortolano

OU NEVER GET a second
chance to make a good
first impression. That’s
why improving curb ap-
peal is crucial when selling your home.

The first impression buyers will have
of your property is how the exterior
looks when driving up to it. Is the lawn
manicured? Do overgrown bushes cover
windows or block pathways? Is there a
garden growing out of your uncleaned
gutters? Are weeds growing into the
siding? Are the windows dirty?

Here are some quick fixes I recommend
tomysellersin ordertoenhancethe curb
appeal of their property:

1. Landscape maintenance: Trimming
overgrown bushes and shrubs is a good
place to start. If you have flower beds.
make sure they are weeded. Add a few
bags of fresh mulch. Depending on your
budget and the season, add some color-
ful potted plants or flowers near the
entrance. Manicured lawns, trimmed
bushes and colorful flowers show pride
in ownership. They always put a smile
on people’s faces.

2. Clean exterior: Remove any dirt,
cobwebs and debris from your front
porch. Showingbuyersyou care howyour
entrance looks can speak to your overall
care for the house. Make sure you clean
all windows, inside and out. Clear away
cobwebs around window frames.

A nicely painted door adds to the curb appeal of any home.

Clean windows make a house sparkle,
especially if you have any kind of view to
astream. meadow or mountain range, or
just a view of a lovely yard. Depending
upon what kind of siding you have, you
may want to consider power washing, a
way to brighten up the house without
painting. It is not expensive, and can
help create the kind of curb appeal that
can sell your home quicker.

3. Front-door upgrade: Can your front
dooruseafresh coatof paint? Walking up

toafreshlypainted door with anupdated
door knob and a decorative door mat or
wreath is a sure way to add curb appeal.
Buyers find a clean. freshly painted door
with new hardware very welcoming and
inviting,.

4. Exterior repairs: Are there cracks
in the driveway or walkways that can be
easily repaired? Are there trip hazards
that should be addressed? Replace or
repair broken or damaged siding, roof
shingles and gutters. These eyesores
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Above, pruning hedges and overgrown bushes is a good place to start;
below, replace worn-out house numbers with fresh new modern ones.

should be removed. As
buyers look around, their
eyes are drawn to positive
elements of the property.

If there is exterior light-
ing, be sure they function
properly. and all the bulbs
are working.

5. Paint touch-ups:
Touch up paint can re-
ally brighten up peeling
or faded trim and shut-
ters. Again, the goal is to
remove as many eye sores
as possible in order for
the buyer to have as posi-
tive first impression. You
would be surprised how a
littletouchup cangoalong
wayin adding curb appeal.

6. Fencing and gates: Make sure gates
operate properly and fencing is freshly
painted or touched up. Repair broken
parts. Don’t overlook their contribution
to curb appeal.

7. New house numbers: Be sure to
replace worn-out house numbers with
fresh new modern ones. Ensure they are
visible from the street. This is a quick fix
that really makes a difference.

8. Upgrade mailbox: Replace an out-
dated or damaged mailbox with a new
one. Your mail carrier will appreciate
that, too.

9. Hide trash bins: Too many times
I have pulled up to show a property
and have found stinky old garbage bins
stationed right in front of the house,
sometimes right by the front door. Try
to put them out of sight. perhaps behind
a screen or in the garage. They are un-
sightly, and should be hidden from view.

10. Garage-doortouch-up: Ifyouhavea
garage, be sure the door works properly.
Touch up any peeling paint. Like painting
your front door, going so far as to paint
the garage is like painting your front
door. It adds greatly to the curb appeal
of your home.

Remember, the goal is to create a wel-
coming and well-maintained exterior
that entices potential buyers to explore
further. Removing as many eyesores as
possible ensures buyers will see pride in
ownership as they look around. These
quick fixes can significantly boost your
home’s curb appeal and make a posi-
tive first impression during the selling
process.

Ifyoustartwithagreat
first impression before
your guests even enter
the house, you are on
the right track. If you
did nothing, your house
will still likely sell. How
long will that take? At
what price point?

Creating and main-

taining curb appeal is
a must if you want the
best chance to sell at
your price point to the
right buyer and as fast
as possible.
Francesca Ortolanoisa
salesperson for Coldwell
Banker Timberland
Properties.
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We provide the backdrop.
You write the story.

AT NEW PALTZ

At Woodland Pond, the sprawling natural
beauty of the Shawangunk Ridge
provides the perfect setting for your ideal
retirement lifestyle. Whether yours is an
epic adventure or an exploration in arts
and culture, you'll find every opportunity
to create a tale that’s all your own.

MID-HUDSON VALLEY’S ONLY
CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

845.256.5521 | WOODLANDPONDNP.ORG
100 WOODLAND POND CIRCLE, NEW PALTZ, NY 12561

What's more, as the only not-for-profit
continuing care retirement community in
the Mid-Hudson Valley offering lifecare,
you can rest assured that you'll have
access to a full spectrum of the highest-
rated care options, if ever needed — all with
predictable and affordable costs for life.

Start Your Next Chapter

JOIN OUR WAITLIST
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